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Portland Public Library announces Winter Documentary Series
Wednesday’s from 5:30-7:00pm in the Rines Auditorium

The Portland Public Library announces its Winter Documentary Film Series, to be held Wednesday’s throughout the winter from 5:30pm to 7:00pm in the Rines Auditorium at the Main Library.  Dates for the series are: Jan 4th, 18th & 25th, Feb 1st, 22nd & 29th, and March 7th, 21st & 28t.  This series is made possible by a partnership between the Portland Public Library and POV (Point of View), Public Television’s premier documentary series.  Films are offered free to the public and facilitated group discussions will be offered after select showings.
The award-winning POV series is the longest-running showcase on American television to feature the work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers. POV has brought more than 300 acclaimed documentaries to millions nationwide and has a Webby Award-winning online series, POV’s Borders. Since 1988, POV has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in conversation about today’s most pressing social issues. For more information visit www.pbs.org/pov.   

Below is a schedule and description for upcoming film screenings at the Portland Public Library.
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Wednesday, January 4th: Better This World


A Documentary Film by Kelly Duane de la Vega and Katie Galloway��The story of Bradley Crowder and David McKay, who were accused of intending to firebomb the 2008 Republican National Convention, is a dramatic tale of idealism, loyalty, crime and betrayal. Better This World follows the radicalization of these boyhood friends from Midland, Texas, under the tutelage of revolutionary activist Brandon Darby. The results: eight homemade bombs, multiple domestic terrorism charges and a high-stakes entrapment defense hinging on the actions of a controversial FBI informant. Better This World goes to the heart of the war on terror and its impact on civil liberties and political dissent in post-9/11 America. A co-production of ITVS in association with American Documentary | POV. (90 minutes)

















Wednesday, January 18th:  Where Soldiers Come From


A Documentary Film by Heather Courtney





From a snowy, small town in northern Michigan to the mountains of Afghanistan, Where Soldiers Come From follows the four-year journey of childhood friends who join the National Guard after graduating from high school. As it chronicles the young men’s transformation from restless teenagers to soldiers looking for roadside bombs to 23-year-old combat veterans trying to start their lives again, the film offers an intimate look at the young Americans who fight our wars, the families and towns they come from — and the way one faraway conflict changes everything. A co-production of Quincy Hill Films and ITVS in association with American Documentary | POV, with funds provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. (90 minutes)
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Wednesday, January 25th:  If a Tree Falls


A Documentary Film By Marshall Curry


�If a Tree Falls: A Story of the Earth Liberation Front explores two of America’s most pressing issues — environmentalism and terrorism — by lifting the veil on a radical environmental group the FBI calls America’s “number one domestic terrorism threat.” Daniel McGowan, a former member of the Earth Liberation Front, faces life in prison for two multimillion-dollar arsons against Oregon timber companies. What turned this working-class kid from Queens into an eco-warrior? Marshall Curry (Oscar®-nominated � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/pov/streetfight" �Street Fight�, POV 2005) provides a nuanced and provocative account that is part coming-of-age story, part cautionary tale and part cops-and-robbers thriller. A co-production of ITVS. Winner of Best Documentary Editing Award, 2011 Sundance Film Festival. (90 minutes)
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Wednesday, February 1st: Racing Dreams�A documentary film by Marshall Curry ��Fondly described as "Talladega Nights meets Catcher in the Rye," Racing Dreams chronicles a year in the life of three tweens who dream of becoming NASCAR drivers. Though they aren't old enough for driver's licenses, Brandon, Josh and Annabeth race extreme go-karts at speeds of up to 70 miles per hour in the World Karting Association’s National Pavement Series, the "Little League" of professional racing. The film by Marshall Curry (Oscar®-nominated � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/pov/streetfight" �Street Fight�, POV 2005; Sundance winner � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/pov/ifatreefalls" �If a Tree Falls�, POV 2011) is a humorous and heartbreaking portrait of racing, young love and family struggle. Winner of Best Documentary Feature Award, Tribeca Film Festival.  (90 minutes)








�





Wednesday, March 28th:  Good Fortune


by Landon Van Soest and Jeremy Levine





Good Fortune is a provocative exploration of how massive international efforts to alleviate poverty in Africa may be undermining the very communities they aim to benefit. In Kenya’s rural countryside, Jackson’s farm is being flooded by an American investor who hopes to alleviate poverty by creating a multimillion-dollar rice farm. Across the country in Nairobi, Silva’s home and business in Africa’s largest shantytown are being demolished as part of a U.N. slum-upgrading project. The gripping stories of two Kenyans battling to save their homes from large-scale development present a unique opportunity see foreign aid through eyes of the people it is intended to help.








�





Caption: Racing Karts�Credit: Kent Smith








Caption: Protester�Credit: T. J. Watt








Caption: Where Soldiers Come From�Credit: Heather Courtney








Caption: Mug shots of Bradley Crowder (left) and David McKay, who were accused of intending to bomb the 2008 Republican National Convention. �Credit: Mike Nicholson











Wednesday, February 22nd:  The Learning


A Documentary Film by Ramona Diaz��


One hundred years ago, American teachers established the English-speaking public school system of the Philippines. Now, in a striking turnabout, American schools are recruiting Filipino teachers. The Learning is the story of four Filipina women who reluctantly leave their families and schools to teach in Baltimore. With their increased salaries, they hope to transform their families’ lives back in their impoverished country. But the women also bring idealistic visions of the teacher’s craft and of life in America, which soon collide with Baltimore’s tough realities. A co-production of CineDiaz and ITVS in association with The Center for Asian American Media, with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and American Documentary | POV. (90 minutes)
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Donna greets Faith for the very first time. 


Photo courtesy of Wo Ai Ni (I Love You) Mommy.
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Wednesday, February 29th:  Sweetgrass�A documentary film by Ilisa Barbash and Lucien Castaing-Taylor





Sweetgrass presents a riveting and poetic portrait of the American West just as one of its traditional ways of life dies out. Shot amidst the grandeur of Montana’s Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness, the film follows the last modern-day cowboys to lead their flocks of sheep up into the breathtaking and often dangerous mountains for summer pasture. Magnificently photographed and unsparingly candid, Sweetgrass discovers a world of harsh beauty and arduous labor, where humans still work in rugged intimacy with nature. An Official Selection of the 2010 New York Film Festival. (90 minutes)
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Caption: A scene from Sweetgrass�Credit: Courtesy of 'Sweetgrass'
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Wednesday, March 7th:  Off and Running�by Nicole Opper


Off and Running tells the story of Brooklyn teenager Avery, a track star with a bright future. She is the adopted African-American child of white Jewish lesbians. Her older brother is black and Puerto Rican and her younger brother is Korean. Though it may not look typical, Avery’s household is like most American homes — until Avery writes to her birth mother and the response throws her into crisis. She struggles over her “true” identity, the circumstances of her adoption and her estrangement from black culture. Just when it seems as if her life is unraveling, Avery decides to pick up the pieces and make sense of her identity, with inspiring results. A co-production of ITVS in association with the National Black Programming Consortium and American Documentary/POV and the Diverse Voices Project, with major funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
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The Klein-Cloud family


Photo courtesy of Off and Running








Wednesday, March 21st:  Wo Ai Ni (I Love You) Mommy


by Stephanie Wang-Breal


What is it like to be torn from your Chinese foster family, put on a plane with strangers and wake up in a new country, family and culture? Stephanie Wang-Breal’s Wo Ai Ni (I Love You) Mommy is the story of Fang Sui Yong, an 8-year-old orphan, and the Sadowskys, the Long Island Jewish family that travels to China to adopt her. Sui Yong is one of 70,000 Chinese children now being raised in the United States. Through her eyes, we witness her struggle with a new identity as she transforms from a timid child into someone that no one — neither her new family nor she — could have imagined. A co-production of American Documentary/POV and the Diverse Voices Project, presented in association with the Center for Asian American Media, with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  (90 minutes)








Caption: A scene from The Learning. Credit: Courtesy of "The Learning", directed by Ramona Diaz.








Silva Adhiambo watching a bulldozer moving into Kibera. 


Credit: of Landon Van Soest












