
EXPLORE THE 
EXHIBITION
Read the panels and look at the First Folio and discover  
(answers below):

Shakespeare had four jobs in his lifetime. What were they?

Who is the first actor known to have played Hamlet?

Henry Clay Folger, along with his wife Emily, purchased 
many copies of the First Folio. How many does the Folger 
Shakespeare Library own today?

About how many pages are in a complete First Folio?

About how much (in today’s dollars) was the cost of a First 
Folio in 1623?

KEEP LEARNING
Explore these great books and continue having fun with 
Shakespeare:

• DK Eyewitness: Shakespeare. London, UK: DK Children, 2011.
• LoMonico, Michael. That Shakespeare Kid. CreateSpace 

Independent Publishing Platform, 2013. 
• Nesbit, E. Green Tiger’s Illustrated Stories from William 

Shakespeare. Seattle, WA: Green Tiger Press, 2011. 

KEEP IN TOUCH
Connect with us at www.folger.edu

Inside you’ll find directions on how to turn your folio 
into a quarto. What’s a quarto? Keep reading… 
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Answers: 1. (playwright, poet, actor, part-owner); 2. (Richard Burbage); 3. (82); 4. (900); 5. ($250) 

First Folio! The Book that Gave Us Shakespeare, on tour from the Folger 
Shakespeare Library, is a national traveling exhibition organized by the Folger 
Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, to commemorate the 400th anniversary 
in 2016 of Shakespeare’s death.  It is produced in association with the American 
Library Association and the Cincinnati Museum Center, and made possible 
in part by a major grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities: 
Exploring the human endeavor, and by the support of Google.org, Vinton and 
Sigrid Cerf, and other generous donors.
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STEP 1 u  Fold this guide along the solid line so you can see the word

STEP 2 u  Fold again along the dotted line so you can see the word

SAY IT LIKE SHAKESPEARE,  
THANKS TO THE FIRST FOLIO
O

nly about half of Shakespeare’s plays w
ere printed in 

quarto. That m
eans the First Folio is the only copy w

e have 
of m

any of his m
ost fam

ous plays, including favorites like 
M

acbeth, King Lear, Antony and Cleopatra, and Tw
elfth 

N
ight. The First Folio w

as like a lifeboat for these plays. 
W

ithout it, w
e could have lost m

any stories and phrases 
w

e use com
m

only today. Im
agine never saying or even 

hearing these popular sayings: 

“D
ouble, double, toil and trouble

F
ire burn and cauldron bubble.” —

M
ACBETH

“Screw your courage to the sticking place.” —
M

ACBETH

“O
 brave new world,  

that has such people in ‘t.” —
TH

E TEM
PEST

“F
riends, R

omans, countrymen, 
lend me your ears.” —

JU
LIU

S CAESAR

“If music be the food of love, play on.” —
TW

ELFTH
 N

IGH
T

“By the pricking of my thumbs,
Something wicked this way comes.” —

M
ACBETH

This is the title page of the 1603 quarto edition of H
am

let.  
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William Shakespeare. The Tragicall Historie of Hamlet Prince of Denmarke. 1603. Huntington Library. Shakespeare Quarto Archive. 
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